NUMB. 43.a

FROM  THURSDAY  MAY  17,  TO  THURSDAY MAY  24,  1711.

Delicta majorum immeritus lues,
Romans ; donee templa refeceris^
Aedesqtte labentes deorum---2

SEVERAL letters have been lately sent me, desiring I
would make honourable mention of the pious design of
building fifty churches, in several parts of London and
Westminster, where they are most wanted \ occasioned by
an address of the convocation to the Queen,3 and recom-

1                                      No. 42 in the reprint.   [T. S.]

2                                   Horace, "Odes," III. vi. 1-3.

" Those ills your ancestors have done,
Romans, are now become your own ;
And they will cost you dear,
Unless you soon repair
The falling temples which the gods provoke."

EARL OF ROSCOMMON (1672).
[T. S.]

3                                   The minister and churchwardens of Greenwich applied to the
House of Commons on February I4th, 171-$-, for aid in the rebuilding
of their church.   The House referred the application to a committee.
On February 28th the lower house of Convocation sent a deputation
to the Speaker expressing their satisfaction at what had been done.
On his reporting this to the House on the following day, they expressed
their readiness to receive information.   The lower house of Convoca-
tion prepared a scheme and presented it to the Speaker on March 9th;
this was referred to the committee on the loth.   Acting on a hint
received from the court, the bishops and clergy presented an Address
to the Queen on March 26th, and this was followed by a Message from
Her Majesty, on the 29th, to the House of Commons, recommending
that Parliament should undertake "the great and necessary work of
building more churches."   On April 9th the House of Commons
replied in an Address, promising to make provision, and resolved, on
May 1st, to grant a supply for building fifty new churches in or about
London and Westminster.   On May 8th it fixed the amount at a sum
"not exceeding ^3So3ooo."   In pursuance of this a Bill was intro-